Congregs of the United States
Pouse of Representatibes
Washington, B.C. 20515

The Honorable Linda McMahon
Secretary

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20002

February 17, 2026
Dear Secretary McMahon:

We write to follow up on the November 21, 2025 letter requesting information regarding the
Department of Education’s (Department) efforts to support states and districts that serve students
traumatized by this Administration’s immigration enforcement efforts.! Over the past year, this
Administration has conducted unprecedented enforcement actions to effectuate President
Trump’s stated goal of creating the country’s largest deportation operation.” Efforts by U.S.
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) have separated children from their families,
disrupted school operations, and otherwise adversely affected students and families.> We remain
deeply concerned about the effect these ongoing enforcement efforts will have on student health,
well-being, and school engagement.

Since the last letter, there have been several examples of educational spaces being affected by
ICE activity. Children in Minneapolis, MN are acutely aware of their peer Liam Ramos, who
was detained by ICE on his way home from school.* Liam’s story, and others like it, are topics
of student discussion in school hallways and on playgrounds around the country. Some
communities are dealing with families being actively targeted near schools as they drop off or
pick up their children. In one recent incident reported in Ypsilanti, MI, ICE arrested four parents
near school grounds during student drop-off times.” Out of concern for student safety, six South
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Seattle, WA public schools have initiated shelter-in-place protocols after receiving reports of ICE
activity in nearby neighborhoods.® In response to public concerns about school safety the
Oregon legislature is considering legislation to require school officials to notify students, staff,
and family when ICE has been spotted in their neighborhood.” Across the country students are
not only hearing secondhand of their peers affected by these situations, some are witnessing
families, friends, and neighbors being detained. In short, student environments are being heavily
disrupted by ICE enforcement efforts, disruptions we know will negatively impact their learning
outcomes.

ICE tactics are causing undeniable harm to students, harm that will likely lead to years of trauma
in school communities.® School districts across the country have reported rises in anxiety, stress,
and other mental health challenges in students.” In a national survey of educators conducted at
the beginning of this school year, nearly half of the participants that worked with immigrant
families said their students “expressed fear or anxiety this school year as a result of federal
immigration enforcement efforts. . .”. '° Additionally, 21 percent of educators in that same survey
reported an increased need for counseling or support services.'!

In addition to the harmful effects on student mental health, ICE activity has led many

families, including families with children that are U.S. citizens, to keep their children at

home from school out of fear.”* In that same national survey of educators, 24 percent reported
reduced in-school student attendance and 18 percent reported reduced family or student
attendance at out-of-school activities."> Chronically absent students miss out not only on
classroom learning but other social activities that are important for development.'* Furthermore,

during-drop-off-time
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the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Plyler v. Doe that all students in the United States have the right
to public education regardless of their immigration status."

Chronic absenteeism also results in many children missing out on a vital source of nutrition:
school meals. Children who participate in the school meal program consume more whole
grains, fruits, and vegetables and have a better overall diet than their peers.'® It has already been
documented that fear of immigration enforcement can dissuade immigrant families from
completing school meal applications.” This is despite the fact that eligibility for free school
meals, much like access to a public school education, is not dependent on a student’s
immigration status.” In communities where we have overcome that misconception, ICE’s
actions may be leading to a retrenchment of food insecurity for immigrant students, another
unnecessary trauma. Additionally, community organizations that offer food pantries and other
nutrition assistance have reportedly seen a sharp decrease in immigrant communities accessing
these services."

We urge the Department to continue to uphold its obligation to provide the critical federal
supports to address the needs of all students, including immigrant students, and those who serve
them, as provided by Congress. We reiterate the request for a timely response to the inquiries
from the November 21, 2025 letter. We continue to expect your support for all students,
including immigrant students and students from mixed status families, harmed by this
Administration’s immigration enforcement actions.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Ranking Member, Committee
on Education and Workforce
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