Congress of the Hnited States
PHouge of Representatives
Washington, DL 20515

Tuly 6,2016

The Honorable Harold Rogers
Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa L. DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on the Departments of Subcommittee on the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers, Chairman Cole, Ranking Member Lowey, and Ranking Member DeLauro:

In order for students to compete and excel in the 21* century economy, Congress must do more to
ensure that they have access to a quality higher education and assurances that they will not be
burdened by excessive student loan debt upon graduation. Pell Grants— the foundation of federal
financial aid for low-income students—are critical to this effort. Last month, we were disappointed
to see the Senate Committee on Appropriations cut $1.2 billion in Pell Grant funding to address
other funding needs in its Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (LHHS) funding bill.
As the House Committee on Appropriations continues to work on its LHHS bill, we strongly
oppose any harmful cuts to Pell funding in this year's appropriations vehicle that will make college
more expensive for students in future years.

To support future improvements to the Pell Grant program that will enhance access and
affordability for low-income students, it is critical to preserve all available resources in the
program—including a $7.8 billion surplus Pell is carrying forward in fiscal year 2017.

Rescissions, cancellations, or funding level cuts will worsen the funding outlook for Pell Grants and
make it harder to strengthen the program through reauthorization of the Higher Education Act,
which Congress is expected to tackle in the coming months and years. Any current surplus



balance reflects Congress’ intent and commitment to make college more affordable for millions
of students through updating the Pell Grant program.

The LHHS appropriations bill should not balance other funding needs on the backs of low-
income college students. In 2017, we urge you to protect Pell Grants from damaging funding
cuts that could make college less affordable for millions of Americans.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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ROBERF¥C. “BOBBY” SCOTT
Ranking Member
Committee on Education and the Workforce
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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RUBEN HINOJOSA ¢
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Higher Education and
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ANDRE CARSON
Member of Congress

Qudm Claw

Y CH
ber of 'Congress

J)MM Ll

DAVID N. CICILLINE
Member of Congress
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RICHARD M. NOLAN
Member of Congress



ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

Member of Congress
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CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress

CHARLES B. RAN
Member of Congress
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BOBBY V. RUSH
Member of Congress
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JOHN P. SARBANES
Member of Congress

e L)

ADAM B. SCHIFF
Member of Congress
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KURT SCHRADER
Member of Congress
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CHRIS VAN HOLLE

Member of Congress

Gttstag

PETER WELCH
Member of Congress
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JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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GREGORY W. MEEKS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
BARBARA LEE (%d NRY CUELLAR
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DONNA F. EDWARDS ALCEE L. HASTINGS ﬂ
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CHERI BUSTOS
Member of Congress

KATHERINE M. CLARK
Member of Congress
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LORETTA SANCHEZ
Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress
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SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

RICK LARgEN

Member of Congress

ool

RON KIND
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DAVID LOEBSACK
Member of Congress
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SUSAN A. DAVIS LMA S. ADAMS, PH.D
Member of Congress Member of Congress
BILL FOSTER KAREN BASS E
Member of Congress Member of Congress
RUBEN GALLEGO DONALD S. BEYER, JR
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Y, \
Ty
RAUL'M: GRJALVA {/ SUZAXNE BONAMICI
Member of Congress Member ‘of Congress

WW é; v EMETIe
AQ

MICHAEL M. HONDA UIN CASTRO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
PAUL TONKO)_: ARD E. NEAL
Member of Congress Member of Congress

NIKI TSONGAS MARK POCAN

Member of Congress Member of Congress
JOHN K. DELANEY CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN
Member of Congress
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DAVID SCOTT

Member of Congress
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MIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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ANN MCLANE KUSTER ¥
Member of Congress
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MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
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WILLIAM R. KEATING BRENDA L. LAWRENCE

Member of Congress Member of Congress
TED LIEU SANDER EVIN
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JAMES P. MCGGVERN
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NYDIA M. VELAZQ
Member of Congress

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY
Member of Congress
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