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 May 15, 2016 

 

The Honorable Bobby Scott 

Ranking Member,  The Education and the Workforce Committee  

US House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Ranking Member Scott:  
 

Rebuild America’s Schools is writing to support the Rebuild America’s Schools Act of 2017 

for the long term improvement of public school facilities and the provision of grants and tax 

credit bonds to support the financing of public school building modernization. 

 

The national need to modernize schools is extensive.  A 2013 Center for Green Schools Report 

State of Our Schools estimates that schools are facing $271 billion in deferred maintenance 

costs. The Report estimates that the cost to bring schools into good repair and to address 

modernization needs is $542 billion over the next ten years.  This is beyond the capacity of 

state and local community resources.        

 

The Rebuild America’s Schools Act of 2017 invests in a grant program to create over 1.9 

million jobs to improve health and safety conditions impacting students and staff.  It also builds 

upon the authorized Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZAB) originally authorized by 

Congress in 1997.  QZAB bonds are used efficiently and effectively by local school districts in 

your home state and in states across the nation to renovate, repair and modernize schools and 

classrooms to help students learn, achieve and succeed.  But, school facility modernization 

needs far exceed available QZAB allocations.   

 

The proposed grant program with the QZABs and the proposed Qualified School Infrastructure 

Bonds address a critical national need to assist local school districts to provide safe, modern, 

healthy, energy efficient schools for our students. The financial support will repair, renovate 

and modernize America’s schools and stimulate and create local jobs.  

 

Federal support provided to public school facilities through the grants and tax credit 

bonds in the Rebuild America’s Schools Act of 2017 is a critical and important element 

in providing America’s students modern, technologically and energy efficient schools 

and classrooms where they can develop the educational skills necessary to achieve and 

succeed in the 21st century workforce.   
    

 

Sincerely, 

 
     Chair 

 


