Congress of the Hnite States
' Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C, 20515

January 17, 2018

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Improving our nation’s physical infrastructure is the linchpin for growing our economy, securing
our communities, and ensuring that we remain competitive globally. In addition to upgrading our
bridges and roads, we must also invest in the critical infrastructure that affects every city and
town in the nation — our public schools. On November 9, 2016, at a victory rally speech in New
York City, you said, “We are going to fix our inner cities and rebuild our highways, bridges,
tunnels, airports, schools, hospitals... and we will put millions of our people to work as we
rebuild it.” We are eager to work with you to fulfill that promise.

Indeed, safe, healthy, modern, well-equipped schools are essential for advancing student
achievement and for ensuring that the next generation can achieve the American Dream and meet
the economic, social, environmental, and global challenges our nation faces. Yet, too many of
the over 50 million students and six million staff who learn and work in our public schools spend
their days in facilities that fail to make the grade. A 2014 Department of Education study
estimated that it would cost $197 billion to bring all public schools into “good” condition. An
independent review, the 2016 State of Our Schools report, estimates that we underfund capital
investments in our school buildings by $38 billion per year.

To address this crisis, the federal government should partner with states and territories to ensure
that public schools in every community are safe, healthy, and modern — particularly in low-
income and rural school districts where the need is often most profound. This is the right thing to
do for students, teachers, and communities. It is also a smart investment, since it will give a
needed boost to our economy by creating local jobs in every community across the

country. According to recent economic analysis, every $1 billion dollars invested in construction
creates nearly 18,000 jobs. That means a federal investment in school infrastructure of $100 -
billion would yield an estimated 1.8 million jobs that are high-paying and immediately available.

Legislation has been introduced in the House that would create such a partnership, providing
$100 billion for direct grants and low-cost financing to help states and local communities
upgrade their school facilities. We believe this investment is an essential piece of a national
infrastructure plan and stand ready work to with you to make sure it is a feature of any
comprehensive infrastructure bill that makes it to your desk.
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Sincerely,

ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT
Ranking Member
Committee on Education and the Workforce
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PETER DEFAZIO *
Ranking Member
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
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MARK DE%E;;%iEé

Member of Congress

DEBBIE DINGELE
Member of Congress

Towm OHellleran

ALAN LOWENTHAL
Member of Congress
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TOM O'HALLERAN
Member of Congress
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ERIC SWALWELL
Member of Congress
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JOTIN YARMUTH
Member of Congress
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DONALD PAYNE 0

Member of Congress

SALUD O. CARBAJAL
Member of Congress
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MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM ALMA ADAMS
Member of Congress Member of Congress

THOMAS R. SUOZYI DAN KILDEE

Member of (ngress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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VAL DEMINGS MIKE DOYLE 7
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Membe: of Congress Member of Congress
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A. DONALD MCEACHIN PRAMILA JAYAPAL

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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STACEY PLASKETT
Member of Congress
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CEDRIC RICHMOND
Member of Congress
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COLLEEN HANABUSA
Member of Congress

DENNY HECK
Member of Congress
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CHARLIE CRIST
Member of Congress
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RASKIN
Member of Congress
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FILEMON VELA
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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SUZA E BONAMICI
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

VICENTE GONZALEZ
Member of Congress

mb r of Congress
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SEAN PATRICK MALONEY
Member of Congress

EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress
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OIS FRANKEL
Member of Congress

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
Member of Congress

DONALD BEYER
Member of Congress

LISA BLUNT-ROCHEg% i‘g

Member of Congress

SCOTT P¥
Member of Congress
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TIM RYAN 7
Member of Congress
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BRENDAN BOYLE CHERI BUSTOS .

Member of Congress Member of Congress

BRENDA LAWRENCE SUSAN DAVIS

Member of Congress

Member of Congress



The President
January 17, 2018

Page 6
mew») pemD g/cﬂb }aﬂb
AQUIN CASTRO BILL FOSTER
ember of Congress Member of Congress
SANDER LEVIN

Member of Congress
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STEPHANIE MURPHY
Member of Congress
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MENG
Mem of Congress

NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN
Member of Congress

AL LAWSON
Member of Congress
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ember of Congress

JARED HUFFMAN /
Mengher of Congress

SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress

KATMERINE M. CLARK |
Member of Congress
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MARK POCA N B. LARSON

Member of Congress
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ANTHONY BROWN
Member of Congress
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KATHLEEN RICE
Member of Congress

M mber of Congress

ARK TAKAN
Member of Congres

TONY ¢ARDENAS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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DAVE LOEBSACK
Member of Congress

DEREK KILMER
Member of Congress

Cosl SheaLaan

CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress
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DONALD NORCROSS
Member of Congress

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress
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JUAN VARGAS HAKEEM JEFF
Meinber of Congress Member of Congress
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CE NAPOLITANO ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

JOHN K. DELANEY
Member of Congress

NORMA TO NIKI TSONGAS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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JABED POLIS / MICHAEL CAPUANO
g ber of Congrgss Member of Congress
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ROBERT A. BRADY ETTE CLARKE
Member of Congress M ser of Congress
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KATHY CASTOR LANGEViN

Member of Congress

ber of Congre

BUTTERFIELD
ber of Congress

Member of Congress

Jouoll. Nadler

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress
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RICK LARSEN

JIM COSTA
Member of Congress
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DAVID PRICE
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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BOBBY RUSH
Member of Congress
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ELEANOR HOLMES-NORTON
Member of Congress
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ANDRE N

Member of Congress
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CHELLIE PINGREE” ] ELIJAH CUMMINGS

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

MARCIE KAPTUR
Member of Congress

SHEILA JACKSON@EE
Member of Congress

TERI SEWELL
Member of Congress

BEN RAY LUJAN
Member of Congress

GREGORY MEEKS
Member of Congress
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HANK JOHNSON
Membef of Congress
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KAREN BASS
Member of Congress

DAVID CICILLINE
Member of Congress
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Member of Congre

BETTY MCCOLLUM
Member of Congress
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(KEITH ELLISON ADAM SMITH

Membdr of Congress Member of Congress

Q? )77 :W CZ,Q,
LIERRYAVICNERNEY R? BARBARA LEE

Mgmber of Congress Member of Congress
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STEPHEN LYNC NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ kl/
Member of Congress Member of Congress

PETER WELCH OLYXB. MALONEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress

0 e it

(%t? O~ Lol 52//,..;

DORIS MATSUI TIM WALZ
Member of Cong \ Member of Congress
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EMANUEL CLEAVER ALBIO SIRES ¢
Member of Congress e¢mber of Congress
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MARCIA FUDGE DANIEL W. LIPINS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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| JOE COURTNEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress M\m/\/
WILLIAM R. KEATINGY LGEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congress ber of Congress
JOSE SERRANO NITA M. LOWEY
€mber of Congress Member of Congress
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RICHARD M. NOLAN AlY SCHAKOWSKY
Member of Congress ber of Congress

BILL PASCRELL JR. ADAM SCHIFFV v

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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EVE COHEN

Member of Congress
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1UTS GUTIERREZ
Member of Congress

ROSA L. DELAURO
Member of Congress

SANFORD D. BISHOP Jr. =
Member of Congress

GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN
Member of Congress
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JUDY cHUV
Member of Congress
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WM. LACY CEAY
Member of Congress

JOHN GARAMENDI
Member of Congress
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REDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congtress

JOHN P. SARBANES
Member of Congress

THEODORE E. DEUTCH
Member of Congress
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MIKE QUIGLEY @/ ELIOT ENGEL
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PAUL TONKO
Member of Congress

BENNIE G. THOMPSON EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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GENE GREEN
Member of Congress
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JACKAKOSEN JOSEPI P/KENNEDY III

Member of Congress Member of Congress
DWYGHT EVANS ANN MCLANE KUSTER VU

Member of Congress Member of Congress



