
 

The Republicans’ “Big Ugly Bill” Prioritizes Private Schools Over Public 
Education to Give Tax Breaks to the Rich 

 
The Republicans’ “Big Ugly Bill” will create the first nationwide federal elementary and secondary school voucher 
program, force taxpayers to fund private schools including religious schools, and effectively divert funding and 
resources away from public schools that serve over 90 percent of students—all to pay for tax breaks for the rich and 
subsidize their children’s private education. 
 
The Republicans’ “Big Ugly Bill” creates an unprecedented tax cut for the rich by:  
• Enabling donors to school voucher programs to receive a 100 percent tax credit for contributions up to $1700 

per year in states that elect to participate.  This would elevate donations to voucher programs above all other 
donations, including donations made to food pantries, hospitals, houses of worship, and every other kind of 
charity. 

• Letting wealthy people—those earning up to and including 300 percent of the area median gross income—
qualify for the vouchers to use for their own children for private schools, including religious schools. 

• Creating a permanent tax credit to fund school vouchers with zero accountability and forcing taxpayers to 
foot the bottomless cost.   

• An analysis states that the private school voucher program could cost $56 billion per year—more than all 
current federal K-12 spending combined.  
 

 
The Republicans’ “Big Ugly Bill” will harm students and families and trample on their civil 
rights by:  
• Allowing private schools, including religious schools, to discriminate against students and families. For 

example, students attending private schools with these vouchers will not have protections under:  
o Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC § 2000d et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the basis 

of race, color, and national origin in programs receiving federal funding;  
o Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 USC § 1681 et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the 

basis of sex in programs receiving federal funding;  
o Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 USC § 794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of 

disability in programs receiving federal funding;  
o Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 USC § 1400 et seq.), which provides that eligible children with 

disabilities are entitled to receive special education services and supports necessary to ensure that they 
can receive a free and appropriate public education; and 

o Only private secular schools must comply with Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 USC § 12131 
et seq.), which protects qualified individuals with disabilities from discrimination on the basis of disability in 
services, programs, and activities provided by State and local government entities.   

• Permitting private schools to hire unqualified people to teach children, teach students whatever they decide, 
and avoid responsibility for student outcomes. 

 
To read letters of opposition, click here. 

https://itep.org/trump-megabill-expensive-private-school-vouchers/
https://house.box.com/s/qcbad3ur9dn8dvtyjrnlaswu7mu0msbp

